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Wildcats’ NCAA Baseball Bid Headed to Tallahassee Regional
B-CU makes its fourth appearance at the Florida State Regional, facing FSU, UCF, and Alabama

From one B-C to another; Matt Johnson is 
officially a member of the BC Lions, officials 
from the Canadian Football League club 
recently announced.

“It’s a blessing, first and foremost; I realize 
that without God, none of this would be 
possible,” said Johnson of his recent move to 
the next level. “When I signed the contract, 
it dawned on me why I came to Bethune; to 
learn how to fulfill a vision. The same traits that our founder had in 
making her vision a reality are the same as what I based my vision 
on to accomplish what I have. Now I get to live the dream that I 
had as a little boy.”

Johnson is a highly recognizable face around Wildcat country, 
fresh off leading B-CU to a 10-2 record and NCAA Playoff berth in 
the most successful season in program history. Over his four-year 
career in the Maroon and Gold, Johnson played in 32 games with a 
total passing yardage of 3,283 yards on 243 completions.

One person who should not be surprised by this opportunity is 
Bethune-Cookman Head Coach Brian Jenkins, who saw the type 
of talent that Johnson possessed, giving him the chance to take 
the reins of the new Wildcat offense in his first season coaching at 
B-CU.

“Matt has worked hard to put himself in a position to have this 
opportunity,” said Jenkins, “and I’m sure that he’ll continue to work 
hard and do well.”

Johnson will put his famous work ethic on the line for the Lions as 
he reports to Rookie Camp, slated to begin in Kamloops, British 
Columbia this week.

Making their fifteenth appearance in the NCAA Baseball 
Tournament, the Bethune-Cookman Wildcats learned their 
destination on Monday afternoon’s NCAA Selection Show. B-CU 
will be making its fourth trip to the Tallahassee Regional, with 
games starting on Friday, June 3, as the Wildcats face off with first-
seeded Florida State. Also appearing in the Tallahassee Regional 
are Central Florida and Alabama.
 
“We know that the teams we’re going to face this coming 
weekend are tough teams,” said Head Coach Mervyl Melendez. 
“Nevertheless, we must concentrate on what we do. It’s going to 
be about Bethune-Cookman baseball, not about our opponents. 
When we play our type of baseball, we’re going to have good 
results.”
 
Now in their sixth consecutive year going to the NCAA 
Tournament, the MEAC Champion Wildcats will open as the No. 
4 seed against top-seeded Regional host Florida State University 
in the evening game. The winner will face the victor of No. 3 
Alabama and No. 2 UCF on Saturday. If the Wildcats advance, 
Super Regionals are set for June 10-13 at campus sites, with the 
College World Series beginning in Omaha, June 18.

As opposed to recent years, the B-CU has only faced one of the 
Regional opponents in regular season play this year. The Wildcats 
played Central Florida twice in 2011, but have not taken on 
Florida State or Alabama, which could prove advantageous for 
Wildcats in their opponents’ lack of familiarity with B-CU’s style.
 
In total, the Wildcats faced nine teams that earned spots among 
the NCAA Tournament field, wrapping up the season with a 36-23 
record on the year, while earning their sixth consecutive MEAC 
title.
 
As has been the case the entire season, the Wildcats are hard at 
work with intense practices in preparation for the tough challenge 
in the upcoming Regional.
 
“My job is to get our team ready, not only to compete Friday, but 
Saturday and Sunday as well,” said Melendez. “That is the goal, 
that’s what we’re getting ready for, and that’s where are efforts this 
week are going to be targeted.”
 
Ticket information and more tournament specifics for this 
weekend’s Regionals will be announced via www.B-CUathletics.
com and www.twitter.com/bcuathletics.
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Lucille O’Neal Returns to 
Campus for Book SIgning

Later this month, Dr. Michael 
Humphreys, assistant professor of 
ethics for the department of leadership 
studies and the department of the 
integrated environmental sciences in 
the School of Graduate & Professional 
Studies, will represent B-CU at a 
conference titled, “Educating Moral 
Leaders for Ecological Responsibility.”  

The conference, hosted by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, will be held in Sante Fe, N.M., June 15-17.  The event 
features, among others, Dr. William Throop, provost at Green 
Mountain College in VT.  

Dr. Throop’s interests include the ethics of environmental 
restoration, a significant focus for Dr. Humphreys’ scholarship 
as well.  Those attending will discuss practical strategies for 
enhancing student knowledge of, and engagement with, issues 
relating to the environment and moral commitments in light of the 
ecological challenges members of society now face.  A major theme 
of the conference will be creatively dealing with environmental 
sustainability.  Dr. Humphreys’ participation is timely, since 
Bethune-Cookman is currently addressing campus sustainability 
through programs and research.  The campus community looks 
forward to insights he will being back to us.

Lucille O’Neal, longtime supporter of the School of Nursing and alumna of 
the University, recently visited campus for a signing of her book, Walk Like 
You Have Somewhere to Go. 
 
O’Neal is the mother of one of professional sports’ most beloved stars, 
Shaquille O’Neal and the book chronicles her life story and the lessons 
she learned along the way.  In the book, O’Neal shares her struggles and 
disappointments, against the backdrop of her sweetest memories and 
proudest accomplishments.

As an adult student, O’Neal graduated magna cum laude with a major in 
business administration from then-Bethune-Cookman College in May 2003. 
She later went on to earn her master’s degree in organizational management 
at the University of Phoenix.

“We are so proud of Mrs. O’Neal and all of her accomplishments,” noted 
B-CU President Trudie Kibbe Reed. “With her resilience, generosity and 
dedication to help others, she is an inspiration to all women who struggle to 
balance life’s everyday challenges with the achievement of personal success. 
This university will be forever grateful for her kindness.”

The event was held in the Odessa Chambliss Wellness Center, named 
for O’Neal’s mother, who was a nurse.  Support from the O’Neal family 
was instrumental in the launch of the B-CU School of Nursing’s Odessa 
Chambliss Wellness Center and the upgrading of the School of Nursing 
facilities.  Significant funding to establish an endowed nursing scholarship 
was provided by the family’s foundation, the Odessa Chambliss Quality of 
Life Fund.  The Lucille O’Neal Lecture Hall in the School of Nursing building 
was funded by contributions from Mrs. O’Neal’s children.

Morris Wolff, director of the B-CU QEP Writing Center, recently 
signed his book, Whatever Happened to Raoul Wallenberg? at 
the B-CU Bookstore. The book discusses the capture of Swedish 
diplomat Wallenberg by the Russians, his 39-year solitary 
confinement, and Wolff ’s 27-year legal battle to rescue him. 
Wallenberg was a Holocaust hero who rescued 100,000 Jews 
from Nazi death camps. In 1983, at the request of the Wallenberg 
family, Wolff served as lead legal counsel in the Wallenberg v. 
USSR case to free Wallenberg from a Russian prison. Along 
with a team of distinguished lawyers, Wolff won a $3 million 
landmark decision for human rights in the federal courts. As 
a result of his work on the case, Wolff was honored with the 
Congressional Award from the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations.


